January 11, 2021

To: Governor Baker
Cc: Secretary Peyser, Secretary Sudders, Commissioner Aigner-Treworgy, Commissioner Riley, Commissioner
Bharel

Subject: Access to Publicly Funded Covid-19 Screen Testing Must Immediately be Made Available to Early
Education and Care and After-School Programs, Staff, and Children

Together, collectively representing more than 200 early education and care and out-of-school time providers,
advocates, and associations, we write in response to Friday’s announcement that the early education and care and
after-school sector will not be eligible to participate in the weekly Covid-19 pool testing program designed for K-12
schools, staff, and students.

The announcement that K-12 will be receiving publicly funded weekly testing is indeed welcome news; but, the
exclusion of early education and care and after-school providers from this program is unconscionable. If there are
funds available for weekly, preventative Covid-19 testing for K-12 educators, there are funds available for us.

The Commonwealth cannot continue to deny early education and care and afterschool staff, students, and
families the critical health and safety supports provided to K-12 schools.

We remind you that early education and care and after-school providers have been at work, serving children in-person
since the first days of the pandemic. We remind you that you have deemed us essential workers and that you have
noted repeatedly that we are foundational to Massachusetts' post-pandemic recovery.

Clearly, we are not essential enough to benefit from the same health and safety measures meant to protect the lives
and wellbeing of our K-12 brothers and sisters who care for the same families that we do.

For months, early educators and after-school providers have been sounding the alarm that increased access to Covid-
19 testing is necessary for protecting the health of our workforce and of the children and families we serve. For
months, we have been calling for increased public funds - any public funds, for that matter - to prioritize our access to
rapid-result symptomatic testing and to make it possible for us to participate in preventative testing protocols such as
the one you outlined last week.

We continue to be ignored. At the end of the day, this is a statement about whose lives matter and whose do not.

Ignoring the basic health and safety needs of the early education and care and after-school sector during this
pandemic is not without precedent. When the field called out for meaningful and sustained help to procure personal
protective equipment, pleas for public assistance fell on deaf ears. Requiring our programs to bear the full cost of
protecting the health and safety of our workforce and the children we serve is the reason Massachusetts is losing
significant percentages of its early education and care providers. We can no longer afford to both keep our workforce
safe and keep our doors open.

As we look upon the next few months knowing that the Covid-19 transmission rate is going to continue to rise, failure
to make testing available to our programs will mean more of us will close, leaving more families without the care
solutions they need and more young children without the early education they deserve.

Through the pandemic, we have shown up for the children and families of Massachusetts. We have put ourselves on
the front lines, so that no family in Massachusetts is asked to choose between caring for their child and keeping the
job that puts food on their tables. And so, we ask you: When will Massachusetts show up for us?

Access to weekly preventative Covid-19 testing must be made available to early education and after-school
care providers immediately.

Sincerely,



Adela Cintron, Provider
A.C. Daycare

Christine Lenane, Owner/Director
Adams Street Early Learning Center

Karin Pilgrim, Owner and Director
All About Children, Inc.

Andrea Enos, Owner/Educator
Andrea’s Neighborhood Day School

Margaret Potter, Director
Arlington Heights Nursery School

Georgianna Ouellette, Early Head Start Director
Jessica Yarman, Early Head Start Coordinator
Associates for Human Services

Jonie Latimer-Brady, Director
Ayer Kiddie Depot

Kristen Waters, Director
Belmont Cooperative Nursery School

BillieJo Forcier, Family Childcare Provider
Billie’s Family Child Care

Emily Haenisch, Owner
Shawna Tamulen, Preschool Director
Blossoming Buds Preschool & Daycare, Inc.

Craig Simpson, Past President
Boston Chapter of the Massachusetts
Association for the Education of Young Children

Stephanie Curenton-Jolly, Professor

Megina Baker, Professor

Dr. Ellie Friedland, Associate Clinical Professor
Boston University Wheelock College of
Education and Human Development

Brenda Karlson, Family Child Care Provider
Brenda Karlson's Family Daycare

Leslie Guertin, Executive Director
Cabot After School, Inc.

Kelly Graceffa, Director

ABCD Child Care Choices of Boston &
Massachusetts Child Care Resource &
Referral Network

Jerry Abelow, Director
Kristine Strand, Office Manager
Alef Bet Child Care, Inc., Cambridge

Judy Dwyre, Head of School
Allium Montessori

Martina Albright, Director
Apple Orchard School

Kristin Wojciak, Director
Nancy Butts, Assistant Director
Arlington Infant Toddler Center

Katie Donovan, Director
Auburndale Community Nursery School
Barbara Avitabile-Mullen, Owner

Barbara’s Day Care

Ann Ranger, ECE Program Director
Beverly Children’s Learning Center

Shelley (Rochelle) Rossman, Director
Billy Dalwin Pre-School of Temple Emunah

Renee Boynton-Jarrett, Associate Professor of

Pediatrics
Boston Medical Center

Judith Langer, Director

Boston Children’s School

Mary Kinsella Scannell, Senior VP
Boys and Girls Clubs of Dorchester

Jennifer Simpson, Owner/Educator
Brilliant Beginnings Daycare

Tracy Martin Turgeon, Regional Director
Cadence Academy Preschool



Margaret Teller, AVP Corporate Development
Shannon Vessella, Regional Director
Cadence Education

Katy Donovan, Executive Director
Campus Child Care

Janet MacDougall, Divisional Director of
Childcare Services
Catholic Charities

Cady Audette, Co-Director
Kelly Garvey Pellagrini, co-director
Charlestown Nursery School

Marites MacLean, Owner
Children First Family Child Care

Maura Letourneau, Owner/Director
Children’s Express Child Care, Inc.

Christine Little, Family Child Care Provider
Christy’s Corner Family Child Care

Sarah Hodgkins, Director
Cloverdale Preschool

Lydia Icke, Partner
Commonwealth Children's Fund

Anat Weisenfreund, Director, HSELP
Community Action Pioneer Valley

Jennifer Cormier, Owner
Cormier’s Clubhouse

Maureen Daigle, Family Childcare Efucator

Daigle’s Family Dsycare

Dawn O’Neil, Owner/ Educator
Dawn O’Neil’s Family Childcare

Debra Raphel, Family Childcare Provider
Deb’s Family Daycare

Elizabeth Laub, Director
Devereux School

Gerlinde Hossain-End], Director
Cambridge-Ellis School

Dianne Curtin, Director
CAPIC Head Start

Susan Perry, Director
CBE Early Learning Center

Cecile Tousignant, Early Childhood Coach
Child Tools Consulting

Vanessa Torres, Director
Children of America

Christine Tedesco, Owner
Chris’ Family Daycare

Margaret McDonald, CEO
Clarendon Early Education Services, Inc.

Kristin Avila, President
Coastal Kids, Inc.

Terri Natale, Executive Director
Communities United, Inc.

Pat Nelson, Executive Director

Anne Doherty, Program Director
Joanne Saideh, Administrative Director
Concord Children's Center

Aliya Barsegov, Owner
Curious Bee

John Davis, Director
Mary Walachy, Retired Executive Director
Davis Foundation

Dr. Daniel Gonzalez, Adjunct Professor of Early
Childhood Education
Dean College

Debbie Seale, Owner
Debbie's Child Care

Diana McCarthy, Owner
Diana’s Daycare



Lynne Sheridan, VP Child & Family Services
Dimock Community Services-Jackie Jenkins
Scott Learning Center

Linda Najaruan, Director
Dove’s Nest Day Care

Melissa Fleet, Director
Early Minds Child Care

Allyson Hamilton, Director
ECDC Nursery School

Edna Cabral, Owner/Teacher
Edna's Little Garden Family ChildCare

Lauren Cook, Chief Executive Officer
Claire McNally, Vice President of Programs
Ellis

Sandra Delaney, Program Director
Ethos

Erin Scanlon, Assistant Director
Farm Hands Preschool

Debra Cote, Teacher
Family Child Care

Helen Cohen, Executive Director
Frances Jacobson Early Childhood Center

Caitlin SullivanFieldman, Co-Director
Godine Early Learning Center

Carole Gonzales, Director
Great Expectations Preschool

Thomas Forzese, Director
Growing Years Learning Center

Cynthia Fisette, Director
Hancock Nursery School

Noelle Ahearn, Executive Director
Heath Extended Day Program, Inc

Susan Leger Ferraro, CEO
Imajine That

Jennifer Wirt, Family Child Care Provider
Jennifer Wirt

Maria Duffany, Owner
Discover Learning Family Childcare

Jane lannak, Director
Early Childhood Learning Lab at Boston
University

Justin Pasquariello, Executive Director
East Boston Social Centers

Jennifer Stoner, Owner
Echo Falls Preschool

Nikki Burnett, Executive Director
Educare Springfield

Natacha Shillingford, Co-Director
Epiphany School Early Learning Center

Christina Foster, Director
Evergreen Day School

Yapu Gu, Teacher
Family Child Care

Deborah Kneeland Keegan, Executive Director
For Kids Only Afterschool, Inc.

Nancy Ostroff, Director of Early Childhood
Gan Elohim Early Learning

Judy Gasinowski, Director
Great Beginnings Learning School

Abby Hodgkins, Owner/Director
Growing By Leaps & Bounds, Inc.

Sharon MacDonald, Deputy Director
Guild of St. Agnes of Worcester, Inc.

Janis Santos, CEO
HCS Head Start Inc.

Sheila O'Neil, Executive Director
Horizons for Homeless Children

Amy Bolotin, Director
JCC Early Learning Center

Mark Reilly, VP of Policy & Government
Relations
Jumpstart



Catherine Fowlie, Owner and Educator
Kate’s Kiddie Academy

Karen Lavin, Family Child Care Educator
Kids Care & More FCC

Jessica Leite, Center Director
Tewksbury KinderCare

Stacey Regan, Owner/Director
Learn and Play Preschool

Birgitta S Damon, CEO
LEO, Inc.

Nancy Fincke, Director,
Lincoln Nursery School

Lori Leo, Executive Director
Magic Garden Infant, Toddler, and Children's
Center

Heather Quinn, Director of Early Childhood
Programs
Martha's Vineyard Community Services

Jayne Singer, President
Massachusetts Assn. Infant Mental Health, Birth
to Six, Inc.

Michelle Haimowitz, Executive Director
Massachusetts Head Start Association

Jessica Haley, Family Child Care Provider
Miss Jessica’s Home Montessori

Melinda Ailes, Senior Business Advisor
MSBDC

Binal Patel, Chief Program Officer
Neighborhood Villages

Frankie Gartner, Director
Noah's Ark Preschool

Jessie Vogel, Director
North Shore Nursery School

Laura Perille, President & CEO
Nurtury Early Education

Kathleen D'Agostino, Family Child Care
Provider

Kate Boldebook, Center Director
Hayward Road KinderCare

Misty Amero, Owner
Kindred Gardens

Debra Worrall, Owner/Director
Learning Ladder Childcare & Preschool

Wendy Rittberg, Owner
Lil Acorn Daycare

Lissette Lapaix, Educator
Lissette's Family Child Care

Angélica Lacourse, Director
Mama Bear Family Child Care Program

Karen First, Director
Mass Audubon Ipswich River Nature Preschool

Bailey Kent, President
Massachusetts Association for the Education of
Young Children

Maureen Raymond, FCC provider
Maureen’s Daycare

Lona Kennedy Andersson, Owner
Ms. Lona's Play Laugh Learn

Kathy Reiss, Director
My Weekday School

Farzaneh Pahlavan, Executive Director
Newton School for Children, Inc

Leslie Pilder, Executive Director
Nonotuck Community School

Kelli Vacirca, Owner
Northeast Montessori School

Kasey Holland, Director
0ld Deerfield Nursery School



Sarah Sian, Executive Director
Jen Hettman, Assistant Director
Open Center for Children

Jen Rita, Director
Parker River Community School

Paula Echeverri, Owner
Paula's Barn Child Care

Maria Cupo, Executive Director
Piccolo Mondo Learning Center, Leominster

Josephine Carpino, Executive Director

Plowshares Education Development Center Inc.

Kathy Johnson, Co-Director
Princeton Community Preschool

Keather Reichel, Program Director, Head Start
Quincy Community Action Programs, Inc.

Kim Flannery, Executive Director
Riverside Children's Center

Rosa Soto, Owner
Rosa’s Home Daycare

Sandra Lathrop, Caregiver
Sandy’s Family Child Care

Jennifer Benoit, Director/Owner
Small Wonders Childcare and Preschool

Alyssa Corrigan, Coordinator
Heidi Given, Instructional Coach
Somerville Partnership for Young Children

Ingrid Escobar, Family Child Care Provider
Soraya Family Child Care

Lesley Kinney, Division Director for Childcare
and Head Start
South Middlesex Opportunity Council (SMOC)

Christina Guevin, Director
Spruce Street Nursery School

Gina Tiberio Hamilton, FCCP
Over in the Meadow Family Child Care

Claire Harris, Preschool Director
Pathways to Nature Preschool

Kathy Lynnes, Executive Director
Peirce Extended Day Program

Maria Baker, Director
Katie Bloom, Director
Play Academy Learning Center

Kimberly Higgins, Founder
Preschool Social Academy

Katherine Palmer, Executive Director
Puckihuddle Preschool

Donna Mulcahy, Owner
RCG's Family Daycare

Robin Sagarin, Director
Rogers-Pierce Children's Center

Sara Egan, Family Child Care Provider
Sally’s Little School

Sarah Glenny, Family Child Care Provider
Sarah’s Family Child Care

Jennifer Godlesky, Interim Director
Smith College Center for Early Childhood
Education

Lisa Kuh, Director of Early Education
Somerville Public Schools

Cheryl Itri, Director of Early Education & Care
Programs
South Boston Neighborhood House

Elizabeth Pedevillano, Preschool Director

Spring Street Preschool

Dawn DiStefano, President & CEO
Square One



Nina Charpentier, Director
St. Boniface Early Ed. School

Lisa Adams, Director
StoryTree Children’s Center

Jenn Eisenheim, Director
Sunshine Nursery School

Ellen Dietrick, Director of Early Childhood
Learning
Temple Beth Shalom

Terri Randall, Owner
Terri’s Tykes Family Childcare

Michelle Packard, Owner / Director
The Children’s Village

Katie Graham, Chief Strategy Officer
The Community Group

Anna Goodkind, Executive Director
The Family Cooperative

Sarah Marino, Owner
The Red School, Inc.

Carol Ciccolini, Director
The Village Common Children's Center

Keira Durrett, Director
The Williston Northampton Children’s Center

Melody Lack, Director and Lead Teacher
Toddler Loving Care I

Shari Churein, Executive Director
Trust Center for Early Education

Katie Keith, Executive Director
Underwood After School Program

Danielle Kim, Public Policy Director
United Way of Massachusetts Bay and
Merrimack Valley

Abby Cohen, Director
Watertown Cooperative Nursery School

Isis Arnesen, Director

Shannon Pope, Founder/Administrative
Director

Stony Brook School

Amy O'Leary, Director
Strategies for Children

Tanya Kopec, Childcare Provider /Owner
Tanya’s Family Daycare

Barbie Bergstrom, Preschool Director
Tenderhearts Preschool

Heather Bussell, Director
The Children’s Garden Nursery School, Inc

Amanda Storth, Director
The Children's Place

Lindsey Griswold, Director
The Cute Kids Preschool, Inc.

Danielle Ball, Director
The Preschool Experience

Derek Perlman, Head of School
The Teddy Bear Club

Erin Keiran, Director
The Village Nursery School

Melodia Ferrucci, Director
Toddler Loving Care

Mara Coelho, Executive Director
Tree House Academy Child Care

Dorothy T. Richardson, Ph.D., Program Director
UMass Boston Infant Parent Mental Health
Program

José F. Masso, Vice President of Programs and
Operations
United South End Settlements

Mardie Hinkley, Founder /President /Executive
Director
Violeta Montessori School

Linnea ONeil, Director
Wellesley Hills Center for Early Education



Tracy Yurewicz, Family Childcare
Provider/Owner
Whispering Pines Family Childcare

Patricia Plummer-Wilson, Director
Wollaston Child Care Center

Susan Dexter, Director
Woodside Children's Center

Amanda Worner, Family Child Care Provider
Worner Family Child Care LLC

Peg Crowe, Executive Director
YWCA Malden

Jennifer Passarini

Linda Schumacher, Early Childhood Specialist
Sarah Patton, ECMH Consultant

Bita Reilly, Family Child Care Provider

Jessica Coyne, Lead Teacher

Sonia Santana

Jasmine Nettrour, Teacher

Brianna Connolly, Preschool Teacher

Rachel Hole, Pre-Kindergarten Teacher

Nichole Savage, Teacher

Erin McKay, Head of School/Teacher
Wildflower Montessori School

Hilary Odoy, Director
Woodbridge School at PCCD, Andover MA

Marybeth Campbell, Executive Director
Worcester Community Action Council, Inc.

Jaime Caputo, Assistant Director
Youbellor Child Academy- Medford, MA

Linda Shimkus, Early Child Care Educator
Little Smiles Family Child Care

Jennifer Hiitt, Teacher

Brenda Powers, Early Educator

Abby Shapiro, Consultant

Deborah Gardner, Lead Teacher
Chuanling Chen, Teacher

David M. Bigda, Self Help Inc., Director
Rachel Kahn, Teacher

Tina Martin, Teacher

Rosalind Mann, Advocate

Jaime Murphy, Lead Teacher



