393 WALNUT STREET
Brookline
Massachusetts

October 28, 1937

The Children's Hogpital
31 State Street
Boston, Massachusetts
Desr Sirs:

I am making a gift to you of one-half (1/2) of
my title and interest in the first gcerial rights to a
literary work entitled "Lisa Valaﬁ subject to the contract
hereafter referred to aﬁd one-hz1f (1/8) my rights under s
contract with The American iegazire concernivg the first
serial rignts to said literary work end enclose herevith
instrument msking such conveyance and sssignment of same.

Houghton Mifflin Company, who is to receive the
payments under this contract, has agreed to transfer to you
the emounts to which you are entitled under this conveyance.

'This gift is mede for the enlzrgement of the
"fnne and Olivie Prouty" ward in accordance with the plans
suggested by Dr, Richard ii. Suith and Dr. Kenneth D, Rleckfan
in conversation with Mr. Prouty end with me.

I hope this purpose may meet your approvel.

Will you kindly indicate your écceptanae of this
gift.

Very truly yours,

(9214% N @70@7#«-'

(Mrs. Lewis I. Prouty)




¢ O P Y 395 Walnut Street
Brookline L6, Masa.
NDacember 27, 1949

r, J. W, Farlsy
US ¥1lk Street
Braton 9, Vaasachusetis

Near Mike:

I received a letter from yuvu lsst July suggesting I make another contribution
to the Children's Hospital, And here is my response -~ a pledge of two thoursand
dollars -~ a check for a thousand of which T encloss in this letter. The naxt
thousand I wlll mand next year, This will make jy contribution to the Nedical
Center Campaign twanty thousand dollars in all. :

In your July letter you said you hoped we might meet and talk thinge over,
I replied that I hoped so too, somstime in the fall when I returnsd to twem, for
T had somathing I wanted %5 smpeak to you about bafors making another gontribution.
But parhsps I can writs you about it just as well, '

It 1s in regard to the so-callsd Prouty Ward in the present hospital, I an
wondsring what it will amount to a8 a mamorial in the new Medicdl Center. I doubt
if you know 1t am the Prouty Ward. T do not remember that we have ever referredto
it 1n conversation.

Its history ia tnis., In 1927 and 1929 my husband and I mads a gift of 320,000~
to the Chlldren's Hospitsl in memory of our two children. This was dons at Dr. Richard
Smith's suggestion, and was given as & fund to Ward One, which at that time badly
neadad repainting, refinishing snd redacorating. A bronze tablet was plaaed over
the door and the ward was named the Prouty Ward. From tima to time I sddad to the
fund from the marnings from my writing and the donatlons now total 833,428, This
fund was to be used aolely for the bensfit of the Prouty Ward and was to be kept by
the hoapltal as & separate acenunt, The interest that accrued was to be added to
the prineipal unless used on improvements in the ward,

I took much personal interest in the ward, vislting it frequently, installing
naw beds, ocurtains, partiiions, new furnlture and hangings in the wumporeh, eto, us
roquired. Nisa Smith, who I came to know wall and admired and Dr. Richard Smith told
me what was needed and also the head murme of the ward and the director of the hospital
gave me their {deas on how the ward nould be made more efficlent and more gttractive for
the children., 7T gradually came to fsel much peracnal pride in the ward and a serms of
parsonal responribility for its appeararnce,

Several years agn, at Dr. Smith's suggestion, Ward Two (Just across the hall from
Ward One) was gombined with the Prouty Ward and the Hetabolisw Depariment oocupied 1%,
and still does. Both wards were palntad alike, furnished alike as rearly as possible,
and both sunporches were redecorated with gay chintses. The personal interest I took
in the refurnishing and rehabilitating fosmtered and stsadlly increased ay interest in
the Children's Hospital. ‘

Buy my interast in the ward has lagged of latse, I haven't visited 1t since I
recelved the impression that 1t was against the present principle of the hospital that
any one ward should excel another in appearance, oven though a spescial fund had bson
donated for 1ts appearance. T egree heartily that the officiency and the care given
patients should be uniform, but 1 regret discouraging sxpressions of personal interest




-? .

1in an endowad ward by way of meking 1t more attractive, thowh of gourse any. sug-
gested improvement Ly the donor should firat be approved Ly the hospital authorities. .
However, this is a minor point and 1s not the reason for this already too long letter.

Wy donations to_the hospital, ineluding the fund for the Prouty Ward and %o the
Gampaign, now axapunt to approximutely 953,000, Is this swough to justify a similar
Prouty Ward in tho new Yadics) Center? Probably not., What will bsoama of the Prouty
Vard fund that remaina? It 18 etill considerable, for the axpense nf the refurnishing
. and moving of the Yetabolism DNepartment was not great. The estimated cost was told

me, but I do not recall tha exact figurs. ghall T have anything to say about the
dinpo&ttion of the Prouty Ward fund now that the Prouty Werd As to bs obliterated?
These are questions T would like to talk over with you. Ny mimd has bosn dwelling
on then for soms tlme now, Y feel sorry to have the 1don‘bity of tha Prouty Ward and

the memorial to ny children wipad out.

T havan't besn sh sctlve trugtea of lata. But T have tried to attend the few
neotings to which the whole board 1s asked, I an 2tlll deoply Interasted in the
Canpalgn, as my pladge will tell you. T hope and belisve tho "Retter Campaim" for
amnther mlllion, now in full swing, will be orowned with succoss.

Ny best wishes to you parsomelly for a happy and healthy nineteen fifty and
¥indest ragards to both you and Urs. Farloy. .

S!M.‘x‘e:‘y’
Nldve Higgina Prouty
(Hra. Lewis Y. Prouty)
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May 23, 1955
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wiLLlaM B, GRANT '
@/ i
Mr., Parkman D, Howe \)/M v&, Q

The Children's Hospital
15 Mi1lk Street [
Bos ton, Massachusetts 4ﬂ’uﬁ}ﬁt////”
Dear Mr. Howe:
T reported to Mrs, Prouty the two suggestions

which you made regarding use of the Fund now designated as

held for the use of the Prouty Ward and sent her the ar-

-

chitect'’s plan,

She replied with enthusiasm about the suggested
"prouty Terrace™, but had a number of questions regarding

it, such as - would the Hospital authorlties think that such
a terrace would fill a real need ag distinct from being
mprelv an afterthought to provide a substitute for the dis~
continued Frouty Ward? She studied the plen and wondered

if the sp;oe allotted for the terrace provided opportunity
for sunshine and for a certain amount of landscape garden-
ing. Alsc, she ouestioned the permanence of such a terrace
in case the hospltal required enlarging. T sugzest that we

can best make progress if she sees the space suggested for

the terrace and if you or someone in authority at the Hog-




NUTTER,.McCLENNEN & FISH Mr. Parkman D, Howe
- 2 -

pital and enthusiastic for such a terrace talks with her

personally about 1t.
Cordially yoﬁrs,

Harold T. Davis

Copy to Mrs., Prouty




¢: Dr. Brugler )
293 WALNUT BTREET BRODKLINE, MASSACHUSETTS

| July 18, 1956 -

Mry Pafhus;ﬂ.. Hows
45 ¥ilk Street
‘Boaton, Mass,

My dear ¥z, Bowe: . - i

' Thank you for your letter of July llth.
T have heard from Nr, Richardson of 0lma ted
Brothers telling me that Mr, Whiting'is out of
town abt present, but upon hils yeturn.he will
osommniocate with me, I will talk to him 1f possible
before L go away for the rest of the summer on

August lat,

When the time comes to go ahead wouldn't
1t be wise for Mr., Whiting to consult with any-
one on the staff and others who may have suggestions
to make, I undersiand Dr. Greene is espeolally
interested in auch an outdoor space for his
. atients., I shall appreciate any suggestlions as
T want the Terrace and Garden to supply neods
with whiob I am not femiller.

g

You ask if I would prefer to coxmunicate
_with Mr, Whiting.or have you do so, I would much
prefer you to do so and also to manage the entire
project with Olmated Bros., and though of courae
I shall take a very personal interest in the
preliminary study and An:all suggestlons made.

As to the bronze tablet I'll be intereated
_ to kmow about its looation, whioh I auppose
+‘should be disoussed soon, as it might invelve
the schems of the interlor decoration. ' The old ..
- tablet, T suppose, is nob.the right size. or pro~ .
portion and would be too undignified - or At may . -
'be mislaid, - I sball be.glad to have another - o
bronge tablat.made, submitting the deaign first .. .
for approvale “ .. oo T

ub’

‘I am-becoming very. enthusiastic’ xbo TN,

T : } i'»'iﬂéi-naoe~ and Garden, and. only hope the. project wiii:i-"‘f."“ '
i . prove to be somsthing that, will be an asset to the -

-~ hospitel, ‘the staff,nurses, and ohildrend ... -

I have had & charming letter about 1t from . - -
Charlie Jeneway which I greatly approoiate,”’ -
' Sinocerely, : o ‘
 O/ve [ 7 ﬂ'c wﬁ7

v




The Children's Hospital

Exeoutive Committee Woeting A , o .

Dr. Brugler gave & report

VOTED:

Mr, Ferley then presente

Mr, Howe reported on puilding progress stating ¢

Mr, Howe also reported that

There being no further bus

Morday, September 26, 1955

on ‘the polio situation stating that drastis

mansures and .extraordinary efforta were required on tha part of
to, = not only &t the Hospd

g1l - Staff, employesh, voluntesrs, e
but also at the Hospital and Convalescant Home for Children, He also
stated that the oftersffects of polio will be with us for the next
two or three years, on motion duly mada and moconded, it was

That the President on pehslf of the Trustees extend a vote of sppre=
ciation to &ll concerned at the Hospital. : .

d Mr, &, William Smith who reported on the varlous
contacts he hag made for gifts, The most recent to materialize
were: 1, A 473,000 grant from the Russell Sage Foundatlon, over 2
period of three years, to do a study of activity therapy i,e.
education, pley, occupation, etc. and alse to do a study of the
relationship between the various parts of the Hospital and between
the Hospital and patient. 2, A grant of 180,000, over three years,
from the John A, Hartford Foundation, Inc. for resesrch care in the
field of bloods ' : :

hat the building is coming
the present rate will be ready for eccupancy
The entire move carmol be made until the

ave been transferred, sothab this bullding
or the entrance 10 the new building.
puilding will not be

along on schadule and at
by the end of the year.

patients from Building #5 h
may be demolished to make way 1
Bocause of this and weather conditions, the

ready for dedication until Spring.
_.rs, Prouty had given cons

in the new building as the present one will be demolished.

ion, in lieu of the present Prouty Vard, Mrs, Prouty
suggestion for the -landscaping of the

Terrace and Garden of our rew atructure, locoted between the new
Hospital and Harvard Medical School, This area will be used for
_outdoor relaxation by Staff, nurses anct patients. '

iness to come before the meeting, it was

idarable thought to &

Prouty Ward
After discuss
enthusiastically accepted our

VOTED: To adjourn..
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Mr. E. C. Whiting

Olmgtead Bros. MO
Brookline, Mags. i

. , R R

My dear Mr. Whitings o

_The sketoh of the belustrades with your aocompanylng
letter wag forwarded to me in Whitefield. The information
in your letter about the objections to chauging the windows in
the gtaff dining room jnto doora is disturbing to me and
aamo as 6 surprise, as I thought 1t was gottled that the doors

would be installed.

Ever slnce T oontemplated The Terraocs and Garden
project I have been disturbed by the a0t that there wns
only one entrance $0 4% - vis the door by the rear elevator.
As Mr. Van Horn pointed out to me the building has been
designed without any thought of a Terraos and Garden on any
suoh soale as wo are considering and therefore no sppropriate
approaches to it wers provided by the arohiteots. When it was
suggested that the thres large western windows in the steff
dining reom could be pade imko doors leading out onto the
wide raised portion of the terrsoce, it seemed to me a very
happy solution and my interest in the entire projeot inorpased.

My object in sontributing the Terraoce and Garden isu't
only for t
the staff and nurses, giving them an oppertunity for brief
periods of refresiment and relaxation in a qulet garden-spot
_among trees and green grass, easily acosssible to them.

Pherefore I wag much plessed that you were SO strongly in
place of the windows, and agsin 1 wes muoh

favor of the doors in
pleased that Mr. Howe, ‘too, 80O heartily approved.

You membioned to me two of the objectlons that were
raised. You say that 1t is "ghought important that at all
exika and entrances of the hospitsl someons should he
gtationed," . This would not be necesaary at the doors leading

out into the bterrace as the entire Terraoa and Garden spaae

1s to be surrounded by a high wall and the emergency drive-
a provided with a gate. Ths second objection 1,
that it is feared "that the staft and help will
abuse the garden if they have access to it from the dining-
room and - * I am quoting from your letter - "and thet
thers will be omsual disposal of lce oream oones and
oigarette butts, neosagitating frequent oleaning up of the
place," If this should heppen (onn ocoagions) such cleaning

way oan b
you say,

5 By e N AP TR TG e S ¢
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Mrs, Lewis I, Prouty, 393 Walnut Street, Brookline, Massachusetts

Sept, 30, 1955

My dear Mr, Howa -

I have just returned frop Whitefield, and am sending you a copy
of my reply to a letter I'rom Mr, Whiting forwarded to me there,
. Tt tells its own story.
Thank you for the sketch of the door by the elevator, and the
dccompanying letter waiting for me here, I was distrubed by
Mr. Whiting's news about the three doors and was glad to have
your reassuring word that you were trying to iron out the
difficulties,
| In my letter to Mr. Whiting I have stated more clearly thanp
before my object in giving a Terrage and Garden to the hospital,
and my interest in it depends larzely on whather or not it can
be made easily accessible to staff ang hospital workers as well
© @5 t0 the children,
.Please let me know as soon ag the difficulties are overcome,

Best wishes,

Sincerely,

Olive H, Prouty
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COPY

FROM THE OFFICE OF OLMSTED BROTHERS i }’ i E {

o C 7 Qctober 11, 1955

Dr. Guy, W, Bruglar, Administrator
The Children'!s Medical Centsr. .. .. .
The Children's Hespital: "n. i .
300 Longwood Avenue- .. -

Boston 15, Massachusetts

Dear Dr. Brugler:

Mrs, Prouty has asked me to-take.up- with you

‘agaln the matter of doors opening directly from the

dining rooms to the terrace and garden court which she

i1s so much interested in developing for the Children's
Hospital, BSuch ready cnd inviting nccess to the outdoor
unit ie almost a gine qua non, 1f her substantial interest

in the project is not to flag.

I appreclate end sympathize with her feeling in
the matter; and I hope 1t msy be found prscticable to
meet her wishes, T can understand the nesd for controlling
entrences and exits in a large institution of this sort;
but when the court 1ls enclosed with high wells or fences
with doors or gates that can be shut and locked, isn't
the court in fact Just asnother roow. of the hospital? And
Af so, it would seem logical to provide (or permit) as
free circulation between indoor and outdoor rooms as bew-
tween rooms which zre all under roof. I &m definitely
proposing, as you know, to provide a high, nonclimbable
enclosure -- probably a brick or conecrete wall -~ as part

of the court project.

I gather from Mr. Howe (viz Mrs. Prouty) that a

.8ingle door onto the terrace -~ Iln one of the three window

groups -= 1s being favorably considered, That, I am sure,
w11l not provide the "free circulation® which Mrrs. Prouty
and I both hope for as an essential element ~f the garden
development., If one door is permissibdle, why not three --
one in each window group? Incldentally, I am sure. that
three doors would maeke a better looking architectural
treatment of this facade than one,

~ To lose Mro., Proutyt!s real interest in this project




p

%f;r. Guy W. Brugler -2 Qctober 11,\1955

because of limitations which may not in fact be necersary,

would be more than unfortunate., I am, therefore, trespassing
on a province not primarily mine in the hope of helping %o
I will be glad to go down and telk

elarify the situation.
over the problem furtner, if you wish.

Sincevely yours,
(sign=d) E. C. Whiting
Olmsted Brothers
wousJe

ccr Mr, Howe
¥Urs, Prouty
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Dear Mrs. Prouty: S e ’ i
RERY B ”

On behalf of the Trustees and Staff I would like to express our tremendous gratitude .
for your magnificent gift of $10,000--$9,000 of which we have eredited to youpGarden

and $1,000 for our Clinic and Research Wing, We are also appreclatively indsbted to

you for your previous gift of 85,892,00 to cower reimbursement of variocus charges

by Stone and Webster. SR el

.Now a few words about the Garden,--stlll in a preliminary way, To begin with, I can-
ot imagine anyons having any opinlon other than that the Garden ls a great asset,

Of course, we can run ths Hospital without it,=-Just as we could without paint on

the walls, if necessamry, However, a8 you well know & Hospital can be a pretty bleak
place, and staying there can be an uncomfortable and unhappy experience for young
children, most of whom have never been away from home before,

Your Garden represents beauty, sarenlty and nature itself and is a wonderful and T .
belieye almost mecessary comtrast Lo he institubionalized imparsomality of the )
Hospital hricks and mortar, and the stress of paln and uncertainty., We are most '
fortunata o bhave such an abiractive complement to our psw bullding, and I hear

reports on all sides concerning how much it is appreclated by patlents, their

parants, aod the Staff,

Now as to its fubure muintenance, This i3 no problem for the present, However, I
kuow that you are concerned with the itims when you no longer wlsh to give it so0 mach
perscoal attention yourself. I am sure it. would be possible to get an estimate, of
what it will cost to.operste the Gardsn once it has besn complated, and we wouldn't
have to contend with much more than the normal planning and replacements, HNeedless
to say, it would be nost belpful to bave as much as sible of this expanse covered
by spscial incoms from enddwment, I would think that general supervision for the
proper maintenance of the Carden could be given to the Women's Commitiee, who would
- appoint a specixl committes of their best qualiflied members for this purpose.

As far as the actual work is concerned, Mrs, Hovey, with whom I bave compared notes
briefly, suggests that it 18 not rsasonable for the Hospital to have a gardener or
two among 1ts employees and that the work could be done under comtract by 2 landscape

Iirm,

The truth of ihe matter is, because your Giiien is so gensrally appreciated, there
should pever be any problem in warking out the mechanies of its future care,

3
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 14&anﬁgiy 1, 1958

‘Mr. William W. Wolbach
Children's Hospltal
L5 Milk st,
. Boston 9, Mass. .
My dear Mr. Wolbach:

: . . - \

Thank you very much for your letter, &nd for .

the thought you have already given to the Terrace - -
and Garden and their care. It 1s most reassuring
to me that our new president thinks the Graden 18
an agset and its management and future malntenance
worth his attentlon and guldance.

You are quite right in saying the future
maintenance of the Garden,and the place it will
f111 in the hospltal,concerns me. Algo you &are
pight in adding that’ there are no maintenance
problems’ &t pregent, for I am there so much and
<t11l feel personally responsible that the Garden
| end its appearance (rlso the Terrace and 1ts-
appearance) are worthy of the institution they -
are a part of. They are stlll unestablisheg,~still“
fWon trial," I feel, and I. shail,of course jstand by
%111 their roots have a flrmer grip. But in time
1 I should withdraw such personal ettention end I

{\ shall, J '

e e T s,
-

T think JS: tovey's suggestion that in time
some landscape-gardening firm take on the responsl-
bility of the Garden and lawms, is excellent.

Ever since last July I have had & young Amhersy
.. . bgricultural College graggate.and his crew of

. several.men fake: care ofpplanting at a cost of

about 50 toN75. a week. ~The lawms needed pro--

,'fessiqnelaattsntion;sofl nad & lawn-speciallat

. (Williem - Laumerssé) -take care of them. All the -
.. mowing and watering were done by "old John " and 7k
;vhospital'employeeSyand;I‘didn't pay for these.- ;
"Probdbly;later'itfwill‘be'better‘for one flrm to. .-

. 86,811 The caretsling of lams and gardens. ..
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Mr. Williem W. Wolbach -2~  Jenuery 1, 1958

hes Raev :
one of the problems was keeping the garden
vpicked up" delly, the walks swept, cigarette
stubs, etc. disposed of, and the Terrace furniture
put in order each day., I was sorry thet some strict
pulings seemed necessary that discouraged too much
use of the Garden. There were far fewer people in

the Harden aftber the ruling, and the Terrace was
usually empbty.

” When I decided to make the Terrace & part of
my gift (as well &s The Gerden) I had the wide
door put in, in the dining room, then added the
awnings, the tables and the umbrellas, thinking
the Terrace would become & part of the dining-
room and that the nurses, visibtors and staff would
eat out there sometimes. But it didn't seem to be
practical. A ruling wes made that forbade any
Tfood on the Terraco. Pogsibly next summer, or
sometime, these pulings can be changed. But per-
haps not, which will be all right, of course.

T want to talk to you sometime about the

possibility of eataplishing some gort of an endow-
ment., But-until I feel surer that the Garden is

jmportant enough to the hospital to endow, it's
better to go along year by yesar as at present,
I think.,

T shall certainly wander over to

house sometlime. T undersband George
your architect, HoW interesting!

your new
Brewster 1s

Sincerely,'
C)Av¢'/4452%aiq“

0live H. Prouty

(&m s V- (0T




